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SRI NRSINHA PRANAM

namas te narasimhaya
prahladahlada—dayme
hiranyakasipor vaksah—
sila-tanka-nakhalaye
ito nrsimhah parato nrsimho
yato yato yami tato nrsimhah
bahir nrsimho-hrdaye nrsimho .. '
nrs1mham adim saranam prapadye
bagisa yasya badane lakshmir-yasya cha bakshasi
yasyaste hrdaye sangbit tang nrsimho-mahang bhaje.
Sri nrsimha jaya nrsimha jaya jaya nrsimha
prahladesh! jaya padmamukh-padmabhrnga.

tava kara-kamala-vare nakham adbhuta-srngam
dalita-hiranyakasipu-tanu-bhrngam
Kesava dhrta-narahari-rupa jaya jagadisa hare.
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SRI SRI NRISHINGHADEV AVATAR

His DiviNe Grace Om VISHNUPAD 108 TRIDANDI SwamMi
SHRI SRIMAD BHAKTI SRAVAN TIRTHA GoswaMi MAHARAJ.

(As told to his devotees in Gouranga Ashram on 25.4.2002)

Shri Shri Shyam Sunder has come in many forms, in ‘many yugas, for the
deliverance of the bhakatas and for the annihilation of asuras. Shri Nrishinghadev
Avatar came down in Satya Yuga and ever since, he has been worshipped by
devotees. He appeared as half-lion, half-man to demolish the asura, Hiranyakashipu.
An interesting fact to note is Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s attraction towards
Shri Nrishinghadev. In Neelachal, around Sri Jagannath Temple, there are
numerous temples of many Gods and Goddessses. There is a Shri Nrishinghadev
Temple which is a small one and hence was generally neglected. However, when
Sri Gour Sunder (Mahaprabhu) went for His dear Lord Jagannath’s darshan, He
paid dandavat pranam at His feet. He used to do this to teach bhaktas about
the greatness of Shri Nrisinghadev and to help them remember His wonderful
Leela.

The Gouranga Ashram at Bhubaneswar has a temple dedicated to Shri
Nrishinghadev. It was established in 1981. There are wonderful leelas performed
by the Lord here for the benefit of His devotees. Tulsi leaves offered to
Nrishinghadev Salagram Shila have a healing and soul-uplifting quality. The
Lord has manifested His presence in many ways : sometimes by chastising an
errant bhakta by indenting his nail marks on his body : sometimes leaving His
finger prints on the food that has been offered to Him and sometimes bhaktas
have found that His Salagram Shila has vanished from its place in the temple
and after much consternation and turmoil, trace its presence in a sealed tin of
rasogollas, vehemently battering the sides, demanding to be taken out. - There
are many such tales which have given joy to the devotees and infused in them
a spiritual strength.

This Ashram, established in 1981, has actually a very long history. We have
to go back to an age, far beyond our time, to relive the memories of the past,
and to connect to it the events of the present. More than 500 years ago, Shri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who was on His historical padayatra from Nilachal to
the South, stopped at this place for rest. At that time Shri Basudev Bipra had
established a Bhajan Kutir and installed the bigraha of Lord Nrishinghadev.
Mahaprabhu accepted his hospitality and devotlonal services and then set out
towards the south.
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This place which had been hallowed by the dust of Mahaprabhu’s feet, and
where a devotee like Basudev Bipra had been long engaged in bhajan and seva
at the feet of Lord Nrishinghadev, was later to gain in importance. After him,
a sannyasi used to live here and carry on the tradition of devotional services
to the Lord. He kept on repeating that a Mahapurush would come here and
establish an Ashram which would be called Shri Gouranga Ashram; and a temple
of Lord Nrishinghadev would be erected by Him. Later on, there were many
other noble souls, who prophesized the same, and waited for years and years,
for their dreams to be fulfilled.

Now the most important fact remains to be uncovered : Shalagram Shila of
Lord Nrishinghadev and its installation' in the temple at Saheed Nagar,
Bhubaneswar. To do this, it is necessary to apprise ourselves of the life history
of a great Bhakta, Shri Giri Maharaj, and his association with me over the years.

Bhagban Ballav Pandey resided in Kankhal in Haridwar. He had a son, Shri
Gurudas Pandey who was just 12 years old. Bhagaban Pandey wandered all
-over India conducting Bhagabat saptahas along with his son. He conducted 108
Bhagabat saptahas in which he gave discourses in Hindi. In 1954, during his
last Bhagabat saptaha in Hrishikesh, his son fell ill and suffered from fever
throughout the week. Yet he remained firm, listening to his father’s
discourse, till he breathed his last on the concluding day of the saptaha. Filled
with grief, the father carried the son’s body to Debaprayag, in order to perform
his last rites.

At that time Swami Krishnananda Maharaj who was 108 years old, was
engaged in Chaturmasya rites. His entire life had been spent in tapasya and
for the spiritual uplift of his devotees. He had a deep affection for Bhagaban
Ballav Pandey and was aggrieved to know about the death of his son. He
immediately met Bhagaban Pandey and consoled him in Dabaprayag.

“I can .give your son’s body new life, Bhagaban Pandey”. He said.

“How can that be possible my Lord? Death is indeed the end of life. I have
lost my young son and feel as if my life is emptied of meaning.”

“It is possible, it indeed is possible when the Lord wants it. See, I will enter
your son’s dead body. and fill it with new vigour. In that way you will feel your
son’s continued presence beside you.”

Then the Swamiji gave up his own body and entered the lifeless body of the
young boy. Immediately, he rose up as if from sleep, and began talking and
behaving in a manner that was strange to the father. There was a wide difference
between Gurudas Pandey, the boy of 12 then and now.. He began to behave
exactly as Swami Krishnananda, the 108 year old saint, to the utter astonishment
of the father, Bhagaban Pandey.
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“How transformed you are!

Do you not remember that you are my son?”

“I am not your son; your son is dead. In this Sansaar everything is transitory.
I am giving up this Anitya Sansaar and will henceforth perform austerities and
rites which will perfect this body in the fire of tapasya.”

But the father could not leave him. Both went to Badrinath and Gangotri
where 12 years were spent in tapasya. Bhagaban Pandey, who nevertheless
regarded him as his son, paid obeisances and received Mantra-diksha from him.
Swami Krishnananda Maharaj began to be known as Giri Maharaj and retained
all the mannerisms and behaviourial modes of his original form. He spent five
more years in Bharat Parikrama during which time many people flocked to him
and became his followers.

In 1972, I was in Kharagpur Ashram. Batuk Bhai, Secretary of Chandikhol
Ashram who was also with me in Kharagpur, had come to the Railway Station
to see off his daughter in the Steel Express. Just at that time he saw a sannyasi
alight from the same train and who accosted him.

“Hey Batuk, you are batuk, or the batua of the faith of all the devotees, take
me to your Gurudev.”

- Batuk Bhai was completely taken aback at his imperative manner. From the
" railway station to my Ashram was a long way and Giri Maharaj refused to travel
in anything less than a Mercedes. The owner of the Bhilmora Petrol Pump which
was close by possessed a Mercedes, but refused to lend to it them. At this Giri
Maharaj threatened to reveal his most intimate secrets to the onlookers if he
continued to resist. There was no way out. The Mercedes was provided to them.
Inspite of Batuk Bhai’s embarassment and repeated remarks that it was no use
going to the Ashram to meet his Gurudev because he would have gone away
to Kolaghat, by now, he would not accept a denial.

Giri Maharaj said “I know he is in the Ashram, the man he was to visit
in Kolaghat is now dead.” True to his words I was in my Ashram when they
came to me. Giri Maharaj, overcome with,emotion began proclaiming :

“You were my Gurudev in my last life. I was your ardent devotee. I have
spent years in tapasya, searching for you high and low. Remember Almora, where
we spent years together? You may have forgotten, but I have not. Receive me
back and give me a place at your feet.”

After that, I was with Giri Maharaj for 15 years. In my company he set
out for Bharat Darshan. At Tirumalla, he gave me the Nrisinghadev Salagram
Shila and enjoined upon me to build a temple, establish this Shri Nrisinghadev
Bigraha and begin the seva of the Lord. On asking where this place would be
on which such auspicious activities would be undertaken, he said,
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“You will immediately recognise the place. It will contain an auric quality
which will attract you and which only you can perceive. You have to seek it
out, and this shall happen very soon. I guarantee that in the place you finally
choose, some kind of auspicious work would already be going on.”

I had now 2 salagrams with me. They travelled with me wherever I went.
After 1972, I was in Krishnanagar. During Nritya Kirtan I broke my leg and
this marked a new era in my present incarnation. At that time, I was served
devotedly and faithfully by one of my sishyas Pratima Samantaray, Lecturer in
Chemistry, Ramadevi Women’s College and sister of Ranjit Samantaray (Kabulu).
She brought me to Bhubaneswar and made me stay in their house at Acharya
Vihar. After some time an Ashram was established in Nayapalli, which for various
reasons, was dlscontlnued There were many new devotees of Orissa and all of
them felt immensely grieved by this event.. I was requested again and again
to look for a new place. The then Chief Minister of Orissa, Shri Nilamani Routray
was my firm devotee. He promised me that he would help me in setting up
another Ashram in any place in Bhubaneswar which would appeal to me.

It was at his behest and the assistance of Shri Gangadhar Mahapatra, Minister
of Education and Finance and Akshay Biswal, Secretary to Chief Minister, that
I applied for land. My application was granted and I was shown several pieces
of land in Bhubaneswar. Not one of them had any interest for me. Then 1
was shown this place where the present Ashram and temple stand. Then, it was
under the possession of ‘Satsang’ which had built a hall in which the portraits
of Anukul Chandra and ‘Maa’ were worshipped. I immediately liked the place
and expressed my wish that it be allotted in my favour. The Chief Minister
was aghast with wonder.

“I have shown you Sir, many good places; why-have you chosen this one which
has already been allotted to Satsang? You have put me in a dilemma.”

I came back to Acharya Vihar, firm in my resolution that I would possess
this land .and no other. It was left to destiny to decide.

During the next few days, the inmates of Satsang, who had never been quite
comfortable there, began experiencing strange happenings which altogether threw
them out of their wits. They wrote to.the government that a new piece of land
be allotted to them in lieu of this. Their application was immediately granted.
They were given a large piece of land close to Vani Vihar, and plot No. A-19,
Saheed nagar was given to me where in 1981, with the help of Jubaraaj Debtaa,
' Gouranga Ashram, Bhubaneswar was established. The temple of Shri Nrishinghadev
was ceremoniously inaugurated the following year. In this way, the place where
Shri Basudev Bipra, more than 500 years ago, had established his Bhajan Kutir
and offered services to Shri Nrisinghadev and where Chaitanya Mahaprabhu had
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rested during his padayatra saw the remanifestation of a leela.

Giri Maharaj’s prophecy was realised. He came to Gouranga Ashram,
Bhubaneswar several times and also on the occasion of its inauguration. He would
sit silently at my feet during religious discourses and partake of the ‘Ananda’
which flowed all around us. He would rarely talk to any one and showed
exemplary devotion. Sometimes when he was far away from me he would suddenly
manifest himself before me, receive my blessings, discuss and then leave. When
he fell ill, and pleaded with me, that I should allow him to give up his earthly
body, he was not allowed to do so. “Not now, I said to him.” Finally, he gave
up his earthly form, but continues to visit me time and again, in his eternal
form.

The Bigraha of Shri Laxmi Nrisinghya was installed by me and from that
day Nityaseva was offered to the deities. The Salagrams were also given their
rightful place in the Sanctum Sanctorium and to this day, regular puja and kirtan,
are conducted.

Shri Nrisingha Chaturdasi is regularly celebrated in Gouranga Ashram. It
is one of the most important celebrations of the Vaishnavas. Shri Nrisinghadev
was the Ishta of Shri Chaitnya Mahaprabhu. Therefore devotees of Mahaprabhu
are especially attracted towards this particular avatar. God comes as an avatar
to protect His bhaktas. God protects them in their hour of turmoil.  Shri
Nrisinghadev is the protector of all the bhaktas. Therefore worship of this form
of the Lord is mandatory for bhaktas. When asuric shaktis reach the pinnacle
of power Shri Krishna assumes a form to destroy evil and establish righteousness.
Whenever needed He comes for the deliverance of mankind, to infuse enthusiasm
in His bhaktas, to show them the right way to meditation, shravan and kirtan.
He comes to revitalise humanity. The asuras try to destroy Dharma and Eternal
Truth. The Vedas contain Eternal Truth, hence when the Vedas are in danger
of being annihilated, God Himself or His Shakti comes down as an avatar to
stop destruction of Dharma.

Each avatar has a special characteristic peculiar to the need of the situation.
Shri Krishna is one and the only Absolute, yet in each of his manifestations there
is a special feature. Kurmadev, Sukhadev, Nrisinghadev, Bamadev, Shri
Ramachandra are all Shri Krishna’s avatars. His manifestations are not restricted
to only ‘ten avataras’. He has come to our aid, hearing our ardent pleas, countless
number of times. He assumes a peculiar ‘roop’ suitable to the role he plays in
his different leelas. One whose very desire can bring about destruction, can also
destroy asuric shaktis by merely wishing to do so. Yet, he subjects himself and
his associates to the ordeals and pleasures of leela manifestation in order to give
joy to his bhaktas.
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As Shri Nrisinghadev Avatar he came not only to destroy the asura,
Hiranyakashipu, but also to add to the pleasure of his son Bhakta Prahallad,
who had to undergo numerous trials and tribulations of his devotional path.
Hence, it is understood that the Lord does this only out of the great “Prema”
he has for his bhaktas. In every leela, he manifests His great love and adoration
for His bhaktas. God Himself paradoxically, is the slave of His slave, bhaktas,
friends and admirers. ‘Prema’ is the binding factor between them.

Bhaktas who have walked on the path of Sri Gurudev and surrendered
everything unto Him are protected by the Lord. In all situations of life they
receive the Lord’s kripa and Karuna.

On this day, the Shri Nrisingha Chaturdashi which marks the advent of the
Lord as Shri Shri Nirsinghadev Avatar in Satya Yuga, we must remember the
leela which is associated with it. Hiranyakashipu, the asura, denied Lord
Vishnu’s greatness and powers. He nurtured within him a sense of enmity
towards all the devotees of the Lord and had taken a vow to destroy them all.
To his great consternation, his own son Prahalad became a true Vaishanav. He
tried myriad ways to deflect him from his path, but to no avail. Then he began
to torture him in many ways and kept planning for his death. But due to the
Lord’s intercession he was miraculously saved on all these occasions. The
Hiranyakashipu’s oppression reached its zenith.

Hiranyakashipu had received the boon through his penances that no man or
beast could kill him; no weapon could destroy him; he would die neither inside
or outside his home; his death could neither take place at night or day; he would
die neither on the earth, nor in the sky. Therefore, he considered himself
absolutely beyond death. This made him proud and blind with self-love.

When he would not cease his efforts to destroy his son’s faith in the Lord,
either by hurling him from the mountain or giving him poison to drink, he became
blind with fury.

In a fit of extreme anger he asked Prahalad,

“Where is your God?”

“Everywhere”, replied Prahlad.

“Is he even in this pillar?” Asked Hiranyakashipu, indicating a pillar in his
palace.

“Yes”, came the reply.

At that moment, the omnipotent, the omnipresent, the omniscient Lord burst
forth from the pillar, mad with rage, furious in appearance, half man, half lion;
with massive locks, flowing about his leonine face, majestic and powerfully built.
He strode up to Hiranyakashipu, flung him on his lap and began digging into
his entrails with his powerful nails. It was on the threshold of the vast room,
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when it was neither day nor night that Hiranyakashipu was killed for his
misdeeds.

In this way the prophecy that the Lord destroys evil and works for the
establishment of Dharma was enacted. The epitome of this leela is the protection
of the words uttered by devotees, removed of obstacles that befall their path to
truth, distribution of peace and Ananda and establishment of righteousness. The
instance of Prahalad sitting on the lap of Sri Nrisinghadev points to the deep

“Bhava” and “Prema” that links man and God. It makes the Lord Himself pine

for the bonds that tie Father and Son (Vataslya Bhava), friend and friend,
(Sakha Bhava) the lover and the beloved (Srinagar Bhava). So the
experience of the leelas is not only to provide us with the lessons of life, but
instill such Bhavas or States of consciousness in which essence or ‘rasa’ is intensely
enjoyable.

Atheists and disbelievers have been present in all ages — right from Satya
to Treta, to Dwapar to Kali Yugas. Earlier, there was Hiranyakashipu and
Ravana; now their breed has multiplied. Their influence is very strong on
humanity. Materialism and scepticism is their mantra. They try to enmesh
everyone in their ideologies of scepticism and materialism. They have been so
successful in spreading their message of materialism that they have thrown the
three worlds into mental agony. It is through manifestations of Avatars that
truth can be protected and propagated.

Shri Krishna’s forms are many : He is angshi, akhilarasamritamurti. All other
avatars are His parts—Kala or Vikala. Some are Yugavatars, some manvantara
avatars and some shaktyavesh avatars. They work for the deliverance of mankind
and instil faith.

All glory to Shri Guru and Gouranga.

With Best Compliments From :

A Well isher
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BABA'S BIRTHDAY SPEECH

Baba’s 76th birth was celebrated on 28th March. Devotees in a large number
joined the celebration, held at Kalamandir in Calcutta. The auditorium was filled
to its capacity.

The function started at 5 p.m. with the snanavishek of Sri Nrisingha Deba
Salagram Shila. Devotional music presented by Sri Prahlad Brahmachari and
Pandit Ajoy Kumar Chakravarty made the audience spell-bound. The Kirtaniya
Sampradaya of Sri Gouranga Ashram sang Nam-sankirtan.

After the Nam-sankirtan Baba began to speak. There was pin-drop silence
in the hall. Baba first referred to Mahaprabhu’s journey to the South. In course
of His travels He came to Sri Venkat Bhatta’s place. Venkat Bhatta welcomed
Him and requested Him to stay in his house during the rainy seasons which
had already started. It is a custom in the country that Sannyasins stay for four
months in one place during the rainy season. Traditionally it is called the
‘Chaturmasya brata’. Mahaprabhu, stayed at Sri Venkat Bhatta’s house for four
months starting from Shyana Ekadasi.

Venkat Bhatta had a son, named Gopal. He was 12 years old. Gopal
continuously served Mahaprabhu for four months. He even massaged His feet.
At the time of Mahaprabhu’s departure Gopal became grief-striken and was crying.
Mahaprabhu tried to calm him but he could not control his grief. Rather, he
started to follow Mahaprabhu on the path.

Mahaprabhu said to him : “I order you to stay at home and serve your parents
as long as they are alive. You should go to Vrindavan after their death. You
shall live there at Chiraghat (where Sri Krishna stole the clothes of the Gopis).
You shall make a cottage at the place and shall be immersed in glorifying and
worshipping Sri Krishna.”

Gopal obeyed Mahaprabhu’s order. He went to Vrindavan after his parent’s
death. He received initiation from Sri Prabodhananda Saraswati. Prabodhananda
was the younger brother of Venkat Bhatfa.

In Vrindavan Gopal met Sri Sanatan Goswami, Sri Rupa Goswami and
Sri Jiva Goswami. Rupa kept Gopal close to him for some time.

Mahaprabhu came to know about Gopal’s coming to Vrindavan. He sent him
a letter and directed : “Go to Chiraghat and do bhajan there”. Mahaprabhu sent
)dorkaupin (a kind of scanty loin cloth worn by the Vaishnavas), outer garment
(a thin scarf) and asan (intendent for sitting upon). Sri Rupa Gosami asked Gopal
to use those articles and to speak about Mahaprabhu. '
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Mahaprabhu also instructed Gopal to meet Sri Vijaypuri Goswami, a
sannyasin at Chiraghat. Gopal Bhatta went to Vijaypuri who had become very
old. Vijaypuri told : “I have been waiting for you so long. Let me take you
to Tentultala. The place is known as Imlitala. In the last Dwapara Age Sri
Krishna performed His leela there.”

Who was this Vijaypuri Goswami? Mahaprabhu had asked Gopal to worship
this sannyasin’s feet.

Sri Adwaita Prabhu had once gone to Kasi and met Vijaypuri there. Vijaypuri
Goswami was a co-disciple of Sri Madhavendra Puri, Both Madhavendra
and Vijay were disciples of Laxmi Puri. Adwaita was ‘the disciple of
Madhavendra. So he bowed down at the feet of Vijay Puri. Vijay led Adwaita
to Vrindavan. ‘

They. first went to Giriraj Gobardhan. Adwaita went round the Gobardhan
on his chest. In the course of going round Gobardhan he found the Madanmohan
idol.

At that time Damodar Choube and his wife Ballabha came there and begged
for the idol. Adwaita gave it to them. But he became overwhelmed with sadness.
Vijaypuri consoled him and gave him a portrait of Sri Krishna which had been
painted by Sri Visakha Sakhi in the Dwapar Age. Adwaita returned to Shantipur
with that painting.

Once Madhavendra came to Shantipur. He told Adwaita that he had come
to know that Sri Krishna’s portrait drawn by Visakha was lying with him.
Madhavendra asked Adwaita to show him the portrait.

Adwaita showed it to him. Madhavendra asked : “Where is the other?
If you want to worship, then worship the Two”. Madhevendra gave
Adwaita a portrait of Sri Radha drawn by Pournamasi in the Dwapara
Age. 4

Madhavendra placed both the portraits of Sri Krishna and Sri Radha on the
altar and consecrated them. He told : ‘Serve the Pair.”

Adwaita asked : “Cannot the Pair be united and come with a single body?”

Why did Adwaita ask this question? There were several reasons. At that
time the country was in dire straits. There were two kinds of oppression —
that of Muslim rule and that of Hindu caste system. So Adwaita had been praying
for Sri Krishna’s coming.

Adwaita went on worshipping Radha-Madhav and Radha-Madanmohan with
tulsi leaves and Ganga water. His worship was continuous, without any break.
That day Adwaita went to the Ganga for the immersion of the prasadi flower-
garlands. As he immersed the garlands they kept on floating against the current.
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How was it possible? Adwaita became curious and followed the course of the
garlands by walking along the banks of Ganga.

He came upto the ghat of Navadwip where Sachi Devi was bathing. The
garlands stopped as soon as they reached Sachi Ma. Adwaita realized that all
anxieties must now rest. God would descend. Time for His coming was near.
Adwaita came back and told Haridas : “Thakur will appear, be ready.” Adwaita
also knew that Radha-Madhav would appear in one body.

He went to Vrindavan and met Sri Vijaypuri. He told Puriji that Radha-
Damodar would manifest themselves on the Phalguni Purnima day, but in a single
body, “Please, come to Navadwip.” Vijay Puri came.

On the Phalguni Purnima night there was a lunar eclipse. It happened in
the evening. People of Navadwip thronged at the ghats to take dips in the Ganga.
Conch-shells were blown. People sang “Hare Krishna” and the sound of the Kirtan
rose high. Thus at the very moment of Sri Gouranga’s birth Nam-Sankirtan
manifested itself.

Why did Mahaprabhu came? Firstly, He came to emancipate the jivas, or,
the people. Secondly, He came to bestow the Name of Krishna. Thirdly, He
came to taste and manifest Sri Radha’s love in His own being.

At the time of Mahaprabhu’s birth Adwaita and Vijay Puri danced. But the
new-born child went on crying. Nilamvar Chakravarty, father of Sachi Devi,
divined the cause of the Child’s unstoppable crying. Chakravarty was an expert
in -astrological calculations.

He calculated the position of the stars at the moment of the Child’s birth.
He came to the conclusion that the child was not an ordinary being. He was
Sri Krishna Himself. Therefore, as there was no Hari-sankirtan in the house,
he was crying.

At Chakravarty’s suggestion, Sribas and others started Kirtan. At once the
child stopped crying. That shows that Mahaprabhu came along with the Hari-
sankirtan.

But there was another cause of anxiety. The child did not feed on the mother’s
milk. He did not suck the mother’s breasts. All became anxious. For, without
feeding how could He survive?

Again Nilamvar Chakravarty calculated and concluded that Sachi had not
received mantra-diksha and that is why her child was not feeding on her milk.
Because, without mantra-diksha (initiation) the body is not purified. Secondly,
the child would not partake anything that had not been offered to Sri Krishna.

Thus Nimai taught the maya-engrossed world that He would not take anything
from a person who had not dedicated himself or herself to Sri Krishna.
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At the time of initiation the disciple surrenders to the Guru. As soon as
a disciple surrenders himself or herself at the lotus feet of the Guru, Sri Krishna
accepts that surrender. But Sachi Devi had just given. birth to her child and
so she was supposed to be in an unclear state. Usually, no mantra-diksha
can take place when one is in such a state. Yet Adwaita gave the
mantra-diksha to Sachi then and there. Thus Adwaita defied the rules and
customs.

From the above narration the following conclusions may be drawn. Firstly,
Adwaita had got the Madanmohan idol in Vrindavan even before the birth of
Mahaprabhu. He was the first man to rekindle the glory of Vrindavan. Secondly,
it was Adwaita whose prayer was behind Mahaprabhu’s coming down to earth.
In this matter, Vijay Puri was in league with Adwaita.

Vijay Puri lived at Imlitala in Vrindavan. Imlitala is also named Bishramghat.
There is a Tentul tree here which had witnessed Sri- Krishna's leela in the
Dwapara age. The tree stands till today.

Vijay Puri, sitting under the Tentul tree told Rupa Goswami and Gopal Bhatta
that when Mahaprabhu had come to Vrindavan He first visited Kalidaha, then
Chirghat, then Imlitala. At the time when Mahaprabhu was in Vrindavan a
rumour spread that Sri Krishna had reappeared. As people were going to see
Sri Krishna, Mahaprabhu’s attendant Balabhadra wanted to go along with
them. Mahaprabhu asked him not to go. He said that Sri Krishna had appeared
in the Dwapara age, not in the Kali. He would not reappear in that way.
Balabhadra did not pay heed‘to Mahaprabhu’s words: He went along with the
folks.

But it was not Sri Krishna who had appeared. Only a black-skinned fisherman
was catching fish in the lake during night. There was a lamp on his boat. The
boat went up and down and the light of the lamp flickered under light and shadow.
People mistook the fisherman to be Sri Krishna.

Balabhadra understood the situation and came back. Mahaprabhu asked him
to leave Him and to return to Navadwip. Mahaprabhu was so full of compassion
that He bestowed pure love for Sri Krishna on all and sundry. But people of
Vrindavan could not recognise Him.

Vijay Puri narrated the above incident to Gopal Bhatta.

After the disappearance of Mahaprabhu, Gopal Bhatta went mad with grief.
He left Vrindavan and went to Haridwar. There he was under the hospitality
of a Brahmin, named Devanand. The Brahmin served him well. At the end
the Brahmin prayed for a son full of purity, so that the son, when grown up,
could serve Gopal Bhatta. Gopal Bhatta blessed the Brahmin.
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Gopal went from Haridwar to many other centres of pilgrimage. After
many years he returned to Chirghat. He permanently settled down at
Imlitala. '

He had brought Nrisingha Shalagram Shila from the Gandaki river. of Nepal.
When Mahaprabhu had come to Vrindavan, Vallbhacharya met Him in the village
Arail. Mahaprabhu had told him about Gopal Bhatta. So Vallabhacharya came
to meet Gopal. He gave Gopal Bhatta a Shalagram Shila—Radha-Madhav
Shalagram. ' ,

Even before that Gopal had got twelve Shalagram Shilas. Now it became
13. Vallabhacharya went to Nathdwar, Jaipur, Rajasthan. Theré is the Srinath
Bigraha, which is adolescent Krishna.

The Brahmin at Haridwar who had served Gopal Bhatta had indeed got a
son. The boy had grown up and now he was teenaged. His name was Gopinath.
He came to Vrindivan to serve Gopal Bhatta.

Gopal had gone to bathe in the river. When he returned he found that there
was a large gathering in front of his hut. Many rich businessmen had assembled
with large amounts of wealth. Because, a rumour had spread in Vrindavan that
Gopinath had appeared. People had seen Gopinath, the attendant and thought
that he was the adolescent Krishna. So the people were eager to glve h1m their
offerings. - - -

Gopal Bhatta refused to receive those offerings. .. He went to worshlp the'
Shalagram Shilas. But to his utter surprise, he found that the Shalagram given
by Vallabhacharya had taken the form of Radharaman Bigraha and was in a
standing position.

Gopal said : “Lord, what is it? Nobody will believe that it is you. It will
be an offence on the part of unbelievers.” |
Madanmohan said : “I am not only an idol. Look, the Shalagram is on my
back.” '

Gopal said : “I preach Sri Gouranga. Of course, Radharaman and Radha
are now in a single body and that is Gouranga. Firstly, I shall install the Gour
Bigraha. And thereafter, I shall install Radharaman B1graha ”

Gopal Bhatta installed Gour and Radharman - Bigrahas on Falguni Purnima
tithi. But before that he performed the Snanabhisek of Nrisinghadev Shalagram
Shila. Rupa Goswami made the Pran Pratistha of the Gour and Radharaman
Bigrahas.

These Bigrahas are not now in Vrindavan. Due to Muslim attacks, these-
Bigrahas were taken to Jaipur. The Srikrishna Chaitanya Bigraha is also there
at Jaipur. One has to pass His temple first before one reaches Radharamanji’s
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temple. 'Mahaprabhu’s is a very beautiful wooden Bigraha. Radharman Bigraha
Came.from Narayan Chouve who returned it and it was placed in the Radharaman
temple at Imlitala.

Vishnupriya Devi installed the Mahaprabhu Bigraha at His house in
Navadwip. This Bigraha is still worshipped.

King Prataprudra installed the Gour bigraha in a small temple near
the Jagannath temple at Puri. He invited Sri Gopal Bhatta to perform the
Pran Pratistha. This Bigraha was consecrated on the Falguni Purnima
tithi.-

After this, Sri Gour Bigraha was installed at Kheturi, during the great festival
there.

* The name of Sri Gouranga spread far and wide. His Name began to be heard
‘everywhere ‘But it is Gopal Bhatta who first preached about Sri Gouranga. We
should worship Gouranga, sing about Him and serve Him remaining loyal to Gopal
Bhatta.

—Translated by Pabitra Kumar Ghosh
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BHAKTI

Dr. CHANDRA JOSHI

Bhakti is a way of life. Morning is Bhakti. Night is Bhakti...

The day starts with Bhakti and ends with Bhakti. One’s husband is Bhakti.
Children are Bhakti because all along we care for them more than they’ll ever
know.

People need peace and contentment more than they need money. The path
of Bhakti will lead to the attainment of the same. After all, Bhakti leads to
creativity and all happy people are creative — they are true Bhakts.

Bhakti flows in the mind and heart like a river — it pulsates with awareness.
Come to think of it, Bhakti leads to good behaviour and is nothing short of divinity.

Awareness that true Bhakti brings with it, leads to acceptance, a certain
letting go of all attempts to control one’s life and situations. And in this surrender
Bhakti finds a fertile ground to flourish, to become stronger. When you are no
longer the ‘DOER’, the ego gets restrained and a certain letting go. takes place.
When this happens a lightness of being is felt. And with that certain fears and
complexes dissolve, problems get taken care of through divine guidance.

Bhakti is the ultimate reality; it is real beauty! Its very existence
allows for constructive forces to look after one’s life. Let us make a resolution
to walk the path of Bhakti. This very art of living that leads to knowledge and
wisdom.

Bhakti is the shrine in which beauty resides
Bhakti is music
Bhakti is the divine dance
Bhakti clears all emotional clutter

Bhakti is Shakti!
And Shakti is the No. 1 masala for living - no kidding!

SUPREME REALITY

Satyam! Shivam! Sundaram!
Religion is divine and divine is religion. It is a divine mystery.
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Everyone wants to experience the Divine. Each religion has evolved a host of
symbols, myths, convention and dogma to make its central mystery better
understood. The best example would be Sri Krishna’s message to Arjuna on the
battlefield of Kurukshetra.

Ancient civilizations and cultures were closely bound to religion, with everyday
life nicely integrated into religious ceremony. Religion evolved as a set of beliefs
regarding Nature and the purpose of the universe.

Various movements and new ideas have developed according to ehanging socio-
economic situations e.g. Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism.

The earliest civilized inhabitants of India worshipped a Mother Goddess
and a horned fertility God. Hinduism derives its basic ideas from the Vedas
considered to be SHRUTI - that which is heard or revealed. through an oral
tradition. The earliest Veda, the Rig Veda, contains over 1,000 hymns—a
collection of prayers to Gods like Agni, Vayu, Varuna, Indra, Mitra, Soma and
others.

Sama Veda is a collection of verses from the Rig Veda for melodic
rendering!

Yajur Ved& contains sacrificial formulas to be pronounced by the
priest.

Atharva Veda deals with magical incantations and medicines.

Each Veda has a Brahmana.

The Upanishads, on the other hand, are speculations on Being and
Reality. ‘

Stay on the Path

Stay in the present moment

Stay with hope

Grow with the time but stay in your sadhana,
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BABA AND LORD NRISINGH DEV

SUKHVINDER

Those who have seen our Bhubaneshwar Ashram know it to be a very beautiful
place with a large campus. Amidst many shady trees and flowers is situated
the beautiful mandir of Lord Nrisingh Dev. The gate is lined with tamal trees,
and there are plenty of mango, jackfruit, champa, gulmohour and cinnamon trees
 on -whik:h numerous beautiful birds sing many a melodious song. Against this
fairy tale backdrop a most benign yet imposing Nrisingh Dev Bhagwan resides
in the mandir, holding the regins of the cosmic working in His divinely beautiful
hands.  Have you ever admired the lotus eyes of the Lord? You would never
have seen a kinder, softer, more loving gaze anywhere in the world. It is only
the wicked and the impious who see the ferocious and furious visage of the Lord,
striking dread in their hearts. When a devotee stands in front of Him with folded
hands and a humble heart, and is blessed by His gaze all burnings of the heart
and ruffles of life are soothed. Itisa place of peace and tranquillity. The ultimate
pilgrimage. -

When the terrible cyclone had ravaged the whole of Orissa, and not a single
tree in the city of Bhubaneshwar was left standing, the Ashram’s serenity and
calm was unruffled. The rage of the gods wreaked havoc, bringing ruin and
devastation to buildings and vegetation all around, yet the trees in the ashram
stood upright, and the lamps in the temple burnt bright and steady. In fact
those who were there, said that Baba’s photograph acquired a rare luminosity
at that time. While telecommunication and electric lines were uprooted, railway
tracks were blown away, and all contact with the city came to a complete halt,
the telephone line in the Ashram continued to work! Baba was in Calcutta at
that time, and He could make contact with the Ashram and give important
instructions. Who can understand the ways of the Lord? Baba dislikes revealing
his divinity, yet at times, a few devotees do get a glimpse of some of his miraculous
doings. All could realise that an invisible shield protected the Ashram and its
inmates from all harm.

Does this incident not draw a remarkable analogy with the Govardhan lila
of Lord Krishna in Dwapar? It was the practice of the cowherds of Vrindavan
to pay obeisance to Indra, the God of rain, at the end of the rainy season. Krishna
suggests to Nand Baba and the cowherds that it would be more appropriate to
pay homage to the Govardhan hill, which provides rich vegetation and succour
for the cows. The Brajavasis were convinced by Krishna’s logic, and abandoning
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Indra’s worship, they performed an elaborate worship of the holy Govardhan hill
with gusto.

Indra saw this rejection by the cowherds as a deliberate insult to him, that
too at the incitement of a young lad. He decided to teach the wayward cowherds
a lesson they would never forget, by tormenting those very cows who were their
livelihood. He exhorted the clouds to let loose a merciless flood on the settlement,
and himself riding his great elephant Airavata, unleashed a terrible storm of
thunder and lightning. The rain fell on Vrindavan without any respite, and thick
blankets of dark clouds cut off the sunlight, plunging the place into darkness.
Both man and beast stood cowering in fear, and the cows, faint with hunger,
lowed feebly, looking for shelter from the pitiless onslaught from the heavens.

Assailed by this terrible tempestuous predicament, the cowherds looked to
Krishna for salvation. Krishna held aloft the Govardhan hill on his little finger,
and all inhabitants, men, women, children and cattle found refuge under the huge
canopy thus formed. Seeing his plans wreaked, the enraged Indra increased his
fury, battering the locality with violent rains, only to be more and more frustrated.
The cowherds and cattle remained dry and secure under the Govardhan, which
Krishna held aloft effortlessly for them.

Finally, Indra acknowledged the power much superior to his. His pride now
in shreds, the chastened Indra journeyed to earth and craving the feet of Krishna,
begged forgiveness. ‘From now, you will be known as Govinda, the protector of
the cows and the protector of the entire world. I am Indra, the Lord of the
devas, but you are the Lord of all beings. O Lord of the three worlds, you will
be known eternally as Govinda.’

The Lord re-enacts his Govardhan lila, as we have sadly disregarded his
divinity, fully immersed as we are in our worldly pursuits. We have failed to
realise that the network of mortal life unanchored to any larger, enduring reality
is like a fleeting ripple in an endless sea. The finality of death renders redundant
and pointless all endeavour that is not grounded in the Guru’s grace. We have
forgotten the powerful truth that if we do not acknowledge and place ourselves
within the protective ring of Sri Nrisingh Dev, we make ourselves totally
vulnerable to the ravages of angry nature. The ire of prakriti witnessed in Orissa
that year was awesome, the ocean rising up as a gigantic angry column right
up to the sky and crashing on the earth, annihilating anything that came in
the way. The winds were like wailing banshees, plucking off trees and houses
as if they were straw. Once and for all, with an angry swipe, she ground to
dust the arrogance of man who thought that his puny efforts were a match to
her majestic might.
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The example of Prahlad is a burning testimony of Lord Nrisingh’s grace on
His devotees. When one accepts Him as one’s saviour and the central purpose
of existence, then like Prahlad, fire cannot burn, water cannot drown, deadly
venom cannot poison, weapons cannot wound the devotee. Why? Because the
devotee becomes imbued with the power of the Lord, and the Lord takes residence
in his heart. The prakriti bows with folded hands in front of such a divinely
charged devotee. May such a great bhakta as Prahlad be a shinning example
to us not to forsake the Lord even among the most severe trials and tribulations.
May we not be ‘fair weather’ devotees, who jump the bandwagon at the slightest
hint of trouble. Baba had said once that the devotee who regularly chants the
Nrisingh Dev strotra acquires a lot of shakti and becomes immune to harmful
influences.

The Lord incarnated in the pillar in Hiranyakashipu’s palace to safeguard
his dear devotee Prahlad’s word. When his father Hiranyakashipu scoffed at
Prahlad’s declaration that Lord Vishnu was omnipotent and omnipresent, and
asked him if his Lord Vishnu was present in the pillar, Prahlad stated with
calm assurance that He was. Hiranyakashipu picked up his mace in his hand
and broke the pillar only to find Nrisingh Dev emerging out of it.

Baba explained that the Lord incarnates for two reasons. One is to give joy
to his devotees and the other is to destroy the demonic forces. Lord Nrisingh .
Dev advented to give pleasure (ahlad) to Prahlad and to kill the asur king
Hiranyakashipu. While He rips apart the chest of Hiranyakashipu with His claws,
He also lovingly puts His darling devotee Prahlad on His lap and licks him fondly-
with His leonine tongue. Whether He reveals his loving or ferocious aspect will
depend on whether you look at Him as your friend or foe.

A very little known fact about Lord Nrisingh Dev’s lila is His close relationship
with Navadweep Dham. After exterminating Hiranyakashipu, the Lord had come
and rested at Navadweep.

Jai jai madhyadweep Nrisingh Thakur
Bhaktavatsal Prahlad ahlad prachur

Hiranya badhiya prabhu korila vishram
Nrisingh tirthe bhakter kirtan aram

There is a very vibrant temple of Lord Nrisingh Dev at that very spot, which
thousands visit everyday. When we had gone to Mayapur with Baba after his
birthday celebrations this year, Baba took us to Mahaprabhu’s house, and showed
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us the neem tree near which the Lord was born. He also showed us the beautiful
Nrisingh Dev temple in the house where Mahaprabhu daily worshipped Lord
Nrisingh Dev. In the Lord’s present avatar as Baba, Lord Nrisingh Dev once
again is the presiding deity in Baba’s ashram at Bhubaneshwar. He is the adi
Bhagwan, the primordial Lord. Let us learn to surrender ourselves unto Him
with totality, acknowledge ourselves as a tiny speck in His limitless creation.
A speck all right, but one which yearns to settle down in the path on which
He would tread.

The senior devotees of Baba swear that the idol of Sri Nrisingh Dev is non-
different from Baba. Many of us know this, truth technically in our heads. But
those devotees who have realised this truth through their sadhana experience
His presence in their lives in a very powerful way.

There are innumerable stories relating to the awesome powers of Lord
Nrisingh Dev which can be heard from the older devotees. One interesting incident
told to us by Baba himself relates to an intimate devotee of Baba whose daughter
had got kidnapped by some anti-socials. He ran to Baba for help, overwrought
with worry and anxiety. Baba calmly told him to rest assured, no harm would
- come to his daughter. Later it was learnt that as the miscreants were
speeding out of Bhubaneshwar with the girl in a car at night, they all saw a
blinding light appear suddenly in the middle of the road. And standing
within the light was a huge form of Lord Nrisingh Dev, roaring most
terrifyingly. This bloodcurdling sight was enough to create panic among the
goondas. The girl quickly escaped from the car, and the driver, blinded by the
light, drove the car into a deep ditch along with his companions. Bruised
and battered, they were discovered by the police the next day and remanded to
custody.

Of course, the most remarkable happening is the miracle that occurs every
year during the Nrisingh Dev Chaturdashi utsav at the Bhubaneshwar ashram.
Those privileged souls who have witnessed this utsav would be able to relate
the most magnificent function that marks this occasion. Baba performs an
elaborate puja in the temple, and during the aarati, the temple doors are opened,
allowing the eager devotees to witness Baba performing the aarati of the Nrisingh
Dev Vigraha. Those who have reverentially set eyes on this extraordinary tableau
would definitely have sins of lifetimes washed away. The most awaited moment
every year is when the temple doors are opened after the bhog ceremony is over.
The fortunate devotees get darshan of the bhog thali offered to the Lord, where
the distinct signs of the Lord having partaken of the bhog is visible. Blessed
are those who received the remnants of this prasad.
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Till two years ago the Ashram was having a problem with the water supply,
and even after numerous attempts with the municipal and local authorities the
problem was not getting sorted out. Someone suggested laying of new pipes,
while another suggested asking for a new connection. Baba listened to the
devotees breaking their heads over it, and suddenly said, ‘No such thing is
necessary. A new well will be dug in the Ashram, and it will take care of all
the water requirements of the Ashram.” Everyone looked at Baba with amazement
for this simple and effective solution. A devotee from Calcutta, who was present
there, immediately offered to pay for the expenses of digging the well. Very soon,
the well was dug, and sweet water was now available in plenty. The water in
the locality is hard and salty, but the water in the Ashram well is like fresh
spring water! Drinking this water cures a devotee of all ailments of the body
and mind. Come, partake of this well of well-being!
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ISN'T IT STRANGE

UNKNOWN POET

How a 100 Rupee Note seems like such a large
amount when you donate it to the temple,
but such a small amount when you go shopping?

Isn’t it strange

how endless an hour seems

when we are serving God,

but how short it is when we watch a
Football game for 60 minutes?

Isn’t it strange how 2 hours seem so long when you're at the temple
and how short they seem when you’re watching a good movie?

Isn’t it strange that you can’t find things to say when

you’re praying, but you have no trouble in thinking what to talk about
with a

friend?

Isn’t it strange how difficult and boring it is to read one chapter
of Bhagwat Gita, but how easy it is to read 100 pages of a popular
novel?

Isn’t it strange how everyone wants

front-row-tickets to concerts or games,

but they do whatever is possible

to sit in the last row in the temple?

Isn’t it strange A
how we need to know about an event for
the temple 2-3 weeks before the day
so we can include it in our agenda, but we can adjust
it for other
events at the last minute?
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Isn’t it strange how difficult it is to learn a fact about God
to share it with others, but how easy it is to
learn, understand, extend and repeat gossip?

Isn’t it strange how we believe everything that
Magazines and Newspapers say,
but we question the words in the Ramayana?

Isn’t it strange how everyone wants a place in heaven,,
but they don’t want to believe, do, or say
anything to get there?

Isn’'t it strange how we send jokes in e-mails and
they are forwarded right away,

but when we are going to send messages

about God, we think about twice

before we share them with othgrs?

With Best Compliments From :

P. B. Mazumdar # 6225144

RUPANTAR

WhHoLesALE AnD Reraier or : HANDLOOM SAREES

SHOP NO. 59, MAKRET NO. 1, C. R. PARK, NEW DELHI 110019
(BEHIND MOTHER DAIRY BOOTH)
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SPIRITUAL LOVE
Dr. R. P. BANERJEE

Preamble :

Love involves three things — the loved, the lover and the means of the love.
These three put together gets complete impression about love. The connoisseur
knows love in reality. One can have many views about love, such as :

# Onlooker’s perception
# Outsider's view

# Realised view

# Connoisseur’s view

# Transcendent view

Onlooker’s perception is what is called an aesthetic view of the love. This
is more about making out of love a story or a poetry that puts forward the essence
of it and allows a dynamic, ongoing perception of love. This view is built upon
perception of love. This view is built upon fantasies, imagination, repeat
occurrences of the historical love events and finally depicting a causal narrative
based on the governs of intellect. Onlooker’s view, thus, represents a pure
intellectual view of love. Certain categories of artists or art-activists carry the
imagery of intellectual view.of love. Intellectual’s view takes help of rationals
and logic to develop the complete picture of love. This view believes in the urge
of the flesh and instincts of desire for the supercast over the chain of incidents.
It derives ideas, inputs and inspirations from real life occurrances. As the
occurances vary in the quality, magnitude, constant and directions;
descriptions in literature vary widely, variations are across culture,
tradition, race, ethnicity, heritage and background. People of different regions
of the globe have widely varying customs and .approaches to making and
expressing love. Yet each bne resembles the other in the essence and worth of
it. Literature that can catch the inner spirit of this worldly variety of love, can
set his/her work transcended to a global scale. Human love can take widely
different forms in expressing and communicating, but are the same in essence
throughout.

The onlooker’s view may or may not correspond to the experiential dimension
of the person. It could be pure exercise of the logic and intellect or else, it
could be a mix of logic, intellect and perception. In this later variety perception
remains uninfluenced by logic and intellect. This view, considered a mix of
intrinsic and extrinsic, may be treated as close to an outsider’s view. Onlooker
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is not thoroughly an outsider. Rather she/he is an outsider to the extent of lack
of the realisation and insider to the extent of being in touch through a process
of indirect observation. He/she tries to get ideas from the past behaviours of
the affairs of love and puts forward for the literary use in future.

Love : The Outsider’s View :

How can a cruel feel the soothing rays of emotions of a soft heart? The cruel
is an outsider to the domain of cardiac extrusions. He cannot feel the depth
and width of the heart that bleeds for others, that weeps for the beloved, that
cracks for the separation from the dearest. Ravana knows about grandeurs and
pompous kingdom, knows the worth of lady-beauty, knows the art to influence
and dominate the otherwise crazy mind and wins through persuations, gestures
and might. Ravana was thoroughly ignorant a king about true love. He had
thought to win the mind of Sita through the descriptions of possessions,
allurements of grandeur and consistent persuation. His idea was that Sita, whom
he had coveted to make the queen of Lanka would change allegiance from Rama.
Why not? Ravana had approached Sita, to accept him as the husband for the rest
part of her life and assured her of all kinds of possessions — the gems, jewelleries,
servants, comforts and pleasures of all kinds. Desireless Sita’s response was only
reaffirming her solemn love for Rama only. She described Rama’s might,
quality and beauty that defeats anyone and everyone on this earth. Ravana
waited for his most coveted lady, did not dare to apply force on her. He kept
the flame of hope burning expecting all the time for the ice to melt — Sita
falling in love with him or changing mind at least a bit. All were fulile. The
purity of love which Sita was not only carrying, rather she was the symbolic
of, could not be sensed by the demon king, Ravana. Ravana was an outsider
of true love.

Outsider’s view off love basically moves around the forms, structures, instincts
and urge of the flesh. It is lame towards penetrating in-depth. All varieties
of empirical love are outsider's. Empirical interactions of love lead to the
fulfillment of desire and satisfying demands of the blood and flesh. It fulfills
the mind with immense content. But what is the scope and content of it? It
is conspicuous of being :

# myopic in approach,
short term in the effects,
surficial in quality,
desire-driven in contents, and
selfish in outlook.

H* H W It
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Most of the forms of love that we hear about fall under this category. An
outsider like Ravana does not know what love is. He wants to buy love or win
love through force.

Outsidfer’s DOMAIN
Vertical —
Vi or
iew LOVE

(win through force)

T

T

Outsider’s horizontal view
(win through persuasion)

Figure 1 : Outsider’s view of love.

In the paradigm, of the outsider, love may take two shapes :

1. Love as commodity

2. Love as emotion

Love between and among relations demand reciprocity of various things. This
is based on principles of commercial transactions of give and take.

You want love of your dear ones, he/she expects reciprocation. Quite obvious
in human world! You want a caring husband, you should prove someway a caring
wife—then only you get. You want concerns from the others, be prepared with
the offers of your concern for them. If you receive service of any kind by way
of exigency, do not feel like reciprocating, mind it, you are most likely to be blamed
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as either selfish or unsocial. People would say, be connoisseur of service. You
beget love. Love-——a commodity dwells in the trading arena of human affairs.

Connoisseur’s Love : .

You know the thing in your own way, that’s how you can appreciate. Your
appreciation matters a lot. Beauty stands before you unnoticed by, unearned
by, unearned for, you will only experience the return through the wrath of it.
Modern view says ‘be a connoisseur’, — the some has been the view about beauty
and love throughout the ages. This principle demands a bit more emphasis as
it rises slightly above the principle of commerce. Love as a commodity sells in
the market of human emotions and interactions through the value-chain of
reciprocation. Whereas, connoisseur’s love goes a little beyond to prove the worth
of acclaims for all varieties of love. Connoisseur makes the loved and the lover
rise a bit above the material domain. Connoisseurs’s paradigm has been aesthetic.
It provides inputs for satisfaction for all categories in the short term. Central
difficulty with the connoisseur’s love is the absence of realisation of the real honey
of love. Connoisseur is neither an onlooker nor an outsider, yet he is conspicuous
by the absence of the realisation. He can not immerse in the ocean of love which
requires realisation.

Realisation of Love

Who loves whom? So long as these two — ‘who’ and ‘whom’ remain enslaved
by the limits of humanity they lack in realisation. Actual love is one that comes
out as spontaneous realisation. It is through realisation that you earn the truest
experience of the entity or the view. True realisation demands sacrifice. Realised
love is enduring, successful and proved to be dynamic. Every incident of
sustainable love carries in its stem some amount of sacrifice. If the mutual respect,
belongingness is coupled with sacrifice, we get what is called realised love.

This variety is the most rare among human entities. Dominance of ego arrests
the natural flow of sacrifice. This love is the other name of devotion. A devotee’s
love for the divine is based on : '

O Consecration to the divine
[0 Merging into the ocean of divine spirit.

Love seen in Vrindavan around Lord Krishna, is surely this variety. Gopis
are the truest devotees of the Lord. Their lives are consecrated upon His entity.
They sing, dance, do works, worship— all endowed with the service of the Lord.
Lord is the dearest of the dear to them. These devotees ultimately merge unto
the ‘ocean of His spirit. The devotees know nothing except for the well-being of
‘Lord in the form of Krishna.
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They are realised souls. Having earned the true realisation of the SELF,
the devotees have initiated journey unto Him only.

Realised love is experimental yet a matter of consciousness. It is again
conspicuous by the absence of transcendence.

Transcendental Love

Transcendental love confirms divine’s entity both as the loved and the lover.
‘When this is achieved three things — loved, lover and love becomes one. It is
beyond all sorts of dominance and influence. Transcendental love is above all
worldly domain. Even laws of the haven fail to reach here.

Two unique examples of transcendental love are recorded in scriptures :

# Sri Radharani’s love for Krishna

# Sita’s love for Rama.

Sri Radharani’s love for Krishna was thoroughly giving. It was endowed with
the blissful emotions that delighted Krishna always. Krishna’s wellbeing was
the sole concern, no reciprocation except for one occasion when Sri Radharani
became a bit awful of Krishna'’s staying away with other consorts. This was precisely
because of Sri Radharani’s sole concern for the spiritual delight of Lord Krishna
which she knew was not the cup of the of others. Radharani’s consecration was total.

Sita’s love for Lord Rama was the profoundest. Sita did not-have the fortune
of getting the beloved touch of Lord Rama for a long period. Her existence was
that of an embodiment of pure love of supreme dignity but with constant torture
and perpetual sufferings. Yet Sita did not have for a moment even any kind of
aweful emotions towards Rama.

Both Radharani and Sita had the longest period of life passed through utter
tears. Sita’s tears were conspicuous by the thorns of disregard and disbelief.
Yet Sita was fully truly Rama’s.

. This is the highest symbolic of spiritual love — love that is embraced by the
spirit of the divine only. Divine love, orchestrated by divine alone can have love
of this variety and make marks of spirit in the universal relationship of love.
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BHAKT PRAHLAD
VARUN (SUSHOVAN SIRCAR)

Prahlad, a boy with such a bright vision,
No second thoughts, no hesitation.
His only goal in life
His only aim
Was to get to his Lord
His Lord Vishnu.

But!

We must keep in mind,
The numerous hardships
The little boy faced
Oh! They were countless:

Although he was prince of the demon kingdom
Son of the King of Demons Hiranyakashipu
Yet, he stood exceptional
Like a lotus blooming out of muddy waters,
An exotic flower on a cactus.

Hiranyakashipu was bad to the bone.
He set upon his son snakes and mad elephants.
He was fed poison
He was pushed off a cliff
He was burnt on a pyre.

But he was not: provoked.
His mind was not disturbed.
He was set upon one goal
To achieve the call of his soul.

This was the determination
Of a little lad called Prahlad.
The beloved of Nrisinghdev,
He set an example for many.

Prahlad the boy with such immense devotion
Shook the universe
Crippled the gods’ comforts.
Beckoned by the call of a boy so brave,
Vishnu found no choice
But to tread the earth as Lord Nrisinghdev.
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